Finding Strength for a God-Directed Life
Phil. 2:12-13

Introduction:
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,  13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
As you might expect, the first time any of our children went tee-tee on the potty it was a great moment!  I remember Anna Catherine, who would probably be upset if she knew I was sharing this.  We had planned and prepared for that moment for sometime.  And so, when she went tee tee we gave her the M&M’s she had been promised.  In fact, we gave her a lot of M&M’s to eat.  Humorously, as she was eating the M&M’s at the table she went tee-tee again in her chair.  Of course, it didn’t matter to Tara and I; we were just happy that the process had begun and she was making progress.  Her success was not the foundation of our relationship to her, nor what it is the source of power for her to become potty trained.  Instead, our relationship to her secured her ability to strive after becoming potty trained.  It is our relationship to her that secures her ability to do what she should do as a growing child.

In a very clear way, this illustrates how God wants us to pursue the holiness or Christ-likeness in the Christian life.  
Main Idea:
We pursue Christ-like lives in the power of the relationship he has secured.  In Christ, the Gospel awakens our hearts so that our lives are awakened.  Gospel-awakened hearts lead to Gospel-directed lives.

The Gospel enables us to be people who live according to God’s directives

Yet many of us are confused about how God’s grace empowers us to obey God’s commandments.
True/False:

1. “Once saved, always saved!”   Is it really true that if I have had my sins forgiven I do not need to be concerned about becoming a different person?

2. “Sowing one’s oats” is compatible with normal Christian living.  Freedom as a Christian means that I’m free to do what I want, regardless of God’s desires.

3. For Christians, Jesus can be one’s savior only.  Lordship is a second step in the Christian life that serves to identify a different class of Christians.

In one way or another, each of these true/false questions explores how the relationship between our sins having been forgiven and our current responsibility to live for Christ.  Many of us consider the freedom given to us by our forgiveness as almost a “blank check” to spend however we want.  Yet, the freedom brought to us by the Gospel is not freedom to indulge our selfish appetites.  On the contrary, the Gospel brings freedom from our destructive appetites.  It is this freedom that theologians call sanctification, and it is just as much a gift of the Gospel as is our justification which results in the forgiveness of our sins.

It is the gift of sanctification contained in the Gospel, which grants us the strength to live our lives according to the directives of God.  Philippians 2:12-13 explains how this is so.

1) Understand the relationship restored by grace

Freedom does not equal feelings or formulas, but approximates responsibility.

a) Not equal to feelings:

We must be perfectly subdued in every part of our nature to God’s will and the disposition of His mind…  Let us get subdued in every way in everything… so subdued that we can keep still in God and see Him work out the great bright thoughts of His eternal mind in our lives…  Charles G Trumbull

If we will only put ourselves in connection with the electric current, then the current will flow through us and work its effects.  The part of the individual is to make the connection; and that is his indispensable part.  B. B. Warfield

Often confuses faith as “feeling” and unduly focuses our attention on our own experiences.  In any event, it makes us passive.  Sanctification is one of waiting…all we have to do is wait for God.  As a result, we end up despairing of not surrendering enough, giving it over to God enough, not believing enough, etc.  And so we are trapped.

b) Not the same as formulas/lists:
God barely tolerates me because of the righteousness of Christ.  He doesn’t delight in me.  I sem doomed to spiritual failure in an ‘unwinnable war’ until I get to heaven.  My Christian life is really pretty miserable; it is not fun.  Characterized by:  external obedience, pharisaism, legalism, fear, failure, eventual disillusionment with the Christian life.  Johnny Long

This, as we have seen is an undo emphasis on works.  Legalism would have us believe that our running adds to our salvation or even contributes to it.  This leads to despair because our striving is never perfect enough or pride in our success.  And so we are trapped or those around us are condemned.

c) Empowered responsibility:
Sanctification is a work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image of God, and enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness.  WSC #35

Working out our “salvation” – Means we must focus on two things simultaneously:

· God at Work…..

Salvation is not only conceived as something past, but something future and present.  God is not finished with me; salvation is both past and present.  It is its present aspect where he grows me.

God’s working in us is not suspended because we work, nor our working suspended because God works.  Neither is the relation strictly one of cooperation as if God did his part and we did ours. . .   God works in us and we also work.  But the relation is that because God works we work.  John Murray 
· Going to Work…
Sanctification . . . is a thing for which every believer is responsible . . .   Whose fault is it if they [believers] are not holy, but their own?  On whom can they throw the blame if they are not sanctified, but themselves?  God, who has given them grace and a new heart, and a new nature, has deprived them of all excuse if they do not live for His praise.  J. C. Ryle

Freedom to Live Different
2) Living the relationship in the freedom given by grace
a) Living-out who you are/Identity

To preach the gospel to yourself, then, means that you continually face up to your own sinfulness and then flee to Jesus through faith in His shed blood and righteous life.  Jerry Bridges  Use the Cross Chart
b) Living-out dependence

. . . I want to emphasize that the pursuit of holiness, though requiring diligent effort on our part, is dependent upon the enabling power of the Holy Spirit.  Jerry Bridges

c) Living-out different from the world

Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life… (Phil. 3:14-15)

d) Living-out differently really does happen

progress is a reality, although will never be finished until heaven

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own.  But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead…(Phil. 3:12-13)

Conclusion:

When Anna Catherine and Thomas were young, they were constantly saying one thing to me after I would get home, “Swing me, daddy.  Swing me high!”  When I see Lucy she just looks at me with a smile as wide as Texas which I instantly know means, “Swing me too daddy!”

In so many ways their little dependent bodies picture for us how we should understand the Gospel.  In themselves my children have absolutely no power.  They know they cannot make themselves go.  They are totally dependent on me to push them.  In fact, when I stop pushing them they slow to an absolute stop waiting for another push.  All they can do is hold on, say “Push me daddy!  Push me!” and then, just enjoy.  Their smiles tell it all.

In the Gospel, there is one difference.  We do not deserve God’s favor, yet he gives it joyfully.  In the Gospel God is simply showing you and me the only way to swing in this life.  It is dependence on the power of God through Christ.  Why do I have the confidence that God will always “push me” through the challenges and struggles and sins in my life?  Because of Jesus.  Why can I be confident that I can always bask in the smile of God?  Because of Jesus.  Why can I be confident that God has taken every sin—past, present and future and paid for them?  Because of Jesus.  Why can I be confident that I don’t have to wonder whether or not God will push me?  Because of Jesus.  In fact, all we can do is say to God, “Push me daddy! Push me!”

The Christian life is nothing less and nothing more than that, “Push me daddy!  Push me!” 

