Do You Really Want to Know Jesus?
Phil. 3:1-11

Introduction:
Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you.  2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh.  3 For we are the real circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh-  4 though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more:  5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;  6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless.  7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith-  10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Philippians 3:1-11  

Transitions are difficult.  They show us what we are made of.  The often reveal the deeper workings of our hearts.  This is true when we go to college, take our first job, enter into marriage, begin to raise a family, change jobs or experience deep loss in our lives.  When we’re young, we have this idea that life is an ever ascending staircase of opportunity and abundance.  All that remains for us to do is climb that staircase, day after day.

I remember being young(er).  After graduating from Auburn, I took a job to work as a youth director in Birmingham, AL.  It was a small church but it had lots of opportunity.  The idea of opportunity was a great plus for me.  I dreamed of the great things that could happen through me.  However, right before graduation I had an important conversation with my campus minister.  He shared with me that the most important thing that was going to happen Birmingham was not what I was going to do, but how I was going to grow in the knowledge of Christ.  I thought, "You've got it all wrong, Christ is going to do great things through me."

It is often hard for us to realize what hides behind our zeal to accomplish, perform, achieve or get noticed.  We might pretend to have noble aspirations, and to be sure we do long to do great things.  Nevertheless, in most cases our enthusiasm about what “we are going to do” really hides a misplaced trust in ourselves and abilities.  For example, by being excited about what Christ was going to do through me, I was really looking for God to validate my life in ministry.  It was no so much about knowing and ministering to others as it was about shoring up and securing my own identity.  Kind of creepy, huh?

The Principle: 
When our efforts are the ones we look to most, our resources the ones on which we depend, and our goals the most important ends, we have suddenly begun to look to ourselves as self-sufficient or to think that we can fulfill the requirements of God’s holy law perfectly.  Moreover, this self-sufficiency hides an even deeper betrayal—intimacy with Jesus Christ.  According to the apostle Paul, for us to know Jesus deeply we must forsake ourselves and every attempt to build an identity on our own.  It is an either or proposition.  To know Jesus means we must forsake the most intuitive thing in the world—building a life on our own strength and with our own terms.
1) Consider the warning

Look with me again in verses 1-6.  Here, we see a direct assault on the idea that our abilities, achievements, background and possessions should become a means to righteousness or to our identity.  The reason is that these works amount to nothing more than, as he says in verse 9, righteousness that comes through the law.

Specifically, Paul clarifies what he means by seeking to secure righteousness according to the law.  He claims that it is a way of putting our confidence in ourselves, literally the flesh.  Apparently, in Philippi there were those who thought that Christ's work was fine but not sufficient.  Salvation could not be secured until additional acts were performed.  Circumcision was just one example.

This emphasis on circumcision, Paul reveals, hides a much deeper and comprehensive strategy of self-righteous effort.  Verses 4-6 make this clear.  Paul asserts that such fleshly trust manifests in any attempt to rest in our own abilities, resources, ethnic heritage or accomplishments.  His language is severe and harsh to catch our attention so that we might consider his warning.

Illustration: The ornament on my father’s car

Of course, if we do not heed this warning the stakes are much higher, aren’t the?  Do you hear God's warning calling you to not trust in your own righteousness - your own efforts?
Key Question: 
How much stock do you put in a warning that comes from the Word of God?  Would you compare it to a fire alarm or to an orange traffic sign on the interstate…you read it, but you do not alter your behavior?
2) Consider all things loss

However, Paul doesn't stop there.  He not only wants to raise our awareness about this danger, he wants to press us towards taking action.  For what reason does he press this?  Nothing less than intimacy with Jesus Christ is at stake!  Look with me in verses 7-9, "But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him…”

a) What things must we lose in order to know Jesus?

· Our past record of performance 
This is Paul's point in verse 7.  He is referring to those things he had just named in verses 4-6.  Even though on a worldly system they provided great gain, in light of Christ's righteousness they were pale by comparison.  He now considered all his past religious heritage, his religious devotion and achievements as loss because they were founded in his ability to keep the law.
· Our present efforts
This is Paul's explicitly point in verse 8.  The ESV does not make this distinction clear, however, in the original language it shows that a different form of the verb consider is used.  The form used in verse 7 conveys the idea of considering past works.  The form used in verse 8 refers to all our present self-righteous actions.  We could think of this verse being translated as "What is more, I am presently considering everything a loss."

b) How do we consider all things loss?
Paul answers this question at the end of verse 8 where he says they are rubbish.  This term is a terrible word used to describe excrement, dung, rotten food, nastiness, and decay.  Paul uses such harsh language to drive home the point of what our self-righteous acts look like before a holy God.  So, it is a question of regard or what we value.  This is the language of trust!

Key Questions:

In what ways do you trust in your self-righteousness?  Do you think your past religious heritage is worthy of boasting?  What about your present diligence in spiritual exercises like reading scripture, ministry activity prayer?  What about your theological knowledge?  

Perhaps it is more subtle.  Do you think your speaking ability, wealth, family background, vocational success, influence in certain circles or ability to build relationships will gain privileges or status in the eyes of God?  Why or why not?

3) Consider what we gain

And now we come to the heart of Paul's message and God's message to us.  We must consider the righteousness we have in Christ.  There are three things that are important to notice about this righteousness and why it is better.

a) It is God's righteousness.  Look with me in verse 9, the righteousness that comes from God."  This verse teaches us the great truth about true righteousness.  It is God's alone.  He is the source for he alone is holy.  We have nothing to offer God.  One Old Testament writer refers to our best efforts as filthy rags.  Paul saw the futility of trying to attain this perfect righteousness through the law and longed to know the surpassing greatness of God's righteousness.  It is alien to us.
b) It is free.  That is, this righteousness comes to us by faith. This idea is found in verse 9, "and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ,"  Paul wants to show us that Christ's righteousness cannot be earned by anything we do.  The idea expressed by faith is continual, trusting dependence on Christ for righteousness.  In other words we live the Christian life the same way we began it - by faith, looking to Christ for our strength, longing to know God's righteousness.
c) It is personal.  It is amazing how we miss the relational nature of depending on Jesus Christ’s righteousness.  I think it is b/c for most of us we live contractually in most relationships.  We make deals and look for bargains in order to secure what we want.  However, in a relationship with Christ we have nothing to give, except our failure and everything to gain.  Yet, we miss that Jesus is not simply offering us his record.  He is offering us himself.
People who stay away from their hurt ten to develop a “matter of fact” relationship with Christ.  Their energy is released more in ideas, causes, or projects than in relationship.  These are folks who may be affable, even thoughtful, but your rarely sense the force of their presence.  They are not the ones who come to mind when tragedy strikes and you need a friend to be there. Larry Crabb
Key Questions:

Many of us are aware of the bible’s teaching regarding the righteousness of Christ and how it is given by faith.  Even so, Christ remains distant?  Could it be that he remains distant b/c we still cling to self in some way that we have not yet discovered?  

How is faith a demonstration of trust?  Is there ever a danger of turning faith into a work?  How can we avoid that temptation?

What should be our experience if we are coming to understand the foundation of righteousness that we have in Christ?  Should this theological truth have an existential effect in our lives?  If so, what kind?

